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ago of the letter your Grace mentions,1 which surprised me
a good deal, when I remembered I had writ to your Grace
three weeks ago, that the Queen had absolutely granted the
first fruits and twentieths, and that Mr. Harley had per-
mitted me to signify the same to the Primate and your
Grace. Perhaps that letter might not have reached your
Grace before that resolution of sending to the Duke of
Ormond;2 but, however, I gave you such an account of
my reception from Mr. Harley, and his readiness to under-
take this affair, and what steps he had already made in It,
as I thought would have given you some sight in what way
the business was; but Mr. Harley charged me to tgJJ. nobody
alive what the Queen had resolved on, till he gave me leave;
and by the conclusion of a former letter, your Grace might
see you were to expect some farther intelligence very
soon.3

Your Grace may remember, that upon your telling me
how backward the Bishops were in giving me a power, I
was very unwilling to go at all, and sent the Dean of
St. Patrick's to tell you so; but you thought I could not
handsomely put it off, when things were gone so far.4 Your
objection then, about the disadvantage I lay under In point
of party, I knew well enough how to answer, otherwise
nothing should have prevailed on me to come hither; and
if my Lords the Bishops doubt whether I have any credit
with the present Ministry, I will, if they please, undo this

1  The letter which Southwell told Swift he had received, was one
from the Bishops of Ireland "with an address to the Duke of Ormond
to intercede with the Queen to take off the first fruits"  ("Prose
Works," ii, 58). But the letter to which the Archbishop had alluded
(supra, p. 211), was one sent by the Bishop of Kildare to Southwell
"to call upon Swift for the papers, etc." When Swift was aware of the
second letter his rage became tenfold greater.

2  In Swiffs indignation dates escaped his memory, but, as he after-
wards saw {infrat p. 218), it ought to have been apparent to him that his
letter could not have reached the Archbishop before the Bishops'
resolution, which was announced to him by the Archbishop in a
letter dated two days before his own was written.

3  In this passage Swift blames the Archbishop for not understanding
a reference on the obscurity of which he had at the time prided himself
(mpra, p. 208, n. 3),

' 4 The proposition that Swift should be again employed in soliciting
a remission of the first fruits emanated from Archbishop King and
met with opposition from some of the other Bishops (infra, p. 223).
Dean Stearne, who appears to have acted as an intermediary In the
affair, stood high in the Archbishop's favour.thing
